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Long characterized as an exceptional country within Latin America, Costa Rica
has been hailed as a democratic oasis in a continent scorched by dictatorship and
revolution; the ecological mecca of a biosphere laid waste by deforestation and
urban blight; and an egalitarian, middle-class society blissfully immune to the
violent class and racial conflicts that have haunted the region. Arguing that
conceptions of Costa Rica as a happy anomaly downplay its rich heritage and
diverse population, The Costa Rica Reader brings together texts and artwork that
reveal the complexity of the country’s past and present. It characterizes Costa
Rica as a site of alternatives and possibilities that undermine stereotypes about
the region’s history and challenge the idea that current dilemmas facing Latin
America are inevitable or insoluble.

This essential introduction to Costa Rica includes more than fifty texts related to
the country’s history, culture, politics, and natural environment. Most of these
newspaper accounts, histories, petitions, memoirs, poems, and essays are written
by Costa Ricans. Many appear here in English for the first time. The authors are
men and women, young and old, scholars, farmers, workers, and activists. The
Costa Rica Reader presents a panoply of voices: eloquent working-class
raconteurs from San José’s poorest barrios, English-speaking Afro-Antilleans of
the Limón province, Nicaraguan immigrants, factory workers, dissident members
of the intelligentsia, and indigenous people struggling to preserve their culture.
With more than forty images, the collection showcases sculptures, photographs,
maps, cartoons, and fliers. From the time before the arrival of the Spanish,
through the rise of the coffee plantations and the Civil War of 1948, up to
participation in today’s globalized world, Costa Rica’s remarkable history comes
alive. The Costa Rica Reader is a necessary resource for scholars, students, and
travelers alike.
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Long characterized as an exceptional country within Latin America, Costa Rica has been hailed as a
democratic oasis in a continent scorched by dictatorship and revolution; the ecological mecca of a biosphere
laid waste by deforestation and urban blight; and an egalitarian, middle-class society blissfully immune to
the violent class and racial conflicts that have haunted the region. Arguing that conceptions of Costa Rica as
a happy anomaly downplay its rich heritage and diverse population, The Costa Rica Reader brings together
texts and artwork that reveal the complexity of the country’s past and present. It characterizes Costa Rica as
a site of alternatives and possibilities that undermine stereotypes about the region’s history and challenge the
idea that current dilemmas facing Latin America are inevitable or insoluble.

This essential introduction to Costa Rica includes more than fifty texts related to the country’s history,
culture, politics, and natural environment. Most of these newspaper accounts, histories, petitions, memoirs,
poems, and essays are written by Costa Ricans. Many appear here in English for the first time. The authors
are men and women, young and old, scholars, farmers, workers, and activists. The Costa Rica Reader
presents a panoply of voices: eloquent working-class raconteurs from San José’s poorest barrios, English-
speaking Afro-Antilleans of the Limón province, Nicaraguan immigrants, factory workers, dissident
members of the intelligentsia, and indigenous people struggling to preserve their culture. With more than
forty images, the collection showcases sculptures, photographs, maps, cartoons, and fliers. From the time
before the arrival of the Spanish, through the rise of the coffee plantations and the Civil War of 1948, up to
participation in today’s globalized world, Costa Rica’s remarkable history comes alive. The Costa Rica
Reader is a necessary resource for scholars, students, and travelers alike.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[W]orthwhile. . . . complex and compelling."
--Heather Wisner, "Costa Rica Outdoors"

"The volume's intelligent organization economically encompasses both history and historiography, with
special attention to social and cultural issues. . . . Highly recommended."
--J. Ewell," CHOICE"

"[A] poignant resource for anyone with an eye on the country, whether traveler, grizzled Costa Rica
oldtimer, flash-in-the-pan tourist, historian, or Costa Rican national."
--Robert Goodier, "Tico Times"

"This is an essential introduction to a very special country admired by many for its peaceful pursuits. The
authors reveal a country with a rich heritage and diverse population."
--Tim Boxer, "15 Minutes Magazine"

"Because Costa Rica is a small country, and because its history has been less horrific and dramatic than that
of its Central American neighbors, it often receives short shrift in the classroom. This book makes an implicit
and convincing argument that the details, the exceptions, and the complexities can be just as important as the
generalizations and trends for understanding the whole, and that concerted attention to Costa Rica can deeply
enrich our understanding of Latin America."
--Aviva Chomsky, "The Americas"

"Readers of "The Costa Rica Reader "can be assured they are getting a genuinely current 'flavor' of what the
country and its people are like, as well as historically grounded materials that help explain the 'why' of this
generation's flavor. The editors have deftly drawn together an extraordinarily wide-ranging set of materials,
erring quite rightly on the side of brevity and variety. For the student, there are innumerable pathways
opened; for the tourist, given the industry's avowed focus on repeat visitors, a single roundtrip flight may not
suffice, but the reading will be cover to cover."
--Lowell Gudmundson, "Hispanic American Historical Review"

About the Author

Steven Palmer is Assistant Professor of History at the University of Windsor in Ontario. He is the author of
From Popular Medicine to Medical Populism: Doctors, Healers, and Public Power in Costa Rica,
1800–1940 (published by Duke University Press).

Iván Molina is Professor of History at the University of Costa Rica in San José. He is a coauthor of Stuffing
the Ballot Box: Fraud, Electoral Reform, and Democratization in Costa Rica.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerry Hernandez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
allowed The Costa Rica Reader: History, Culture, Politics (The Latin America Readers)? Maybe it is being
best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Orlando Hernandez:

The reason why? Because this The Costa Rica Reader: History, Culture, Politics (The Latin America
Readers) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Kimberly Lunceford:

Beside this particular The Costa Rica Reader: History, Culture, Politics (The Latin America Readers) in your
phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Costa Rica Reader: History, Culture, Politics
(The Latin America Readers) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times
have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Maria Gray:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Costa Rica Reader: History, Culture, Politics (The Latin
America Readers) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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