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BEN SMITH: PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALLER. Recognise the name? Of
course you don't. That's because most of Smith's years in the game were spent
outside the vaunted, big-money environs of the Premier League - and this
sporting memoir is all the more entertaining as a result. 1995: an adolescent Ben
arrives at the training ground of one of England's biggest clubs to begin his
journey and realise his dream of playing top-flight professional football. Aged
just sixteen, he shares pre-season sessions at Arsenal with the likes of Dennis
Bergkamp and Ian Wright. Surely this is the start of a stellar career? Instead, the
next seventeen years saw the bright young star descend the ranks from Highbury
to obscurity. With seasons playing for the likes of Reading, Yeovil, Southend,
Hereford, Shrewsbury and Weymouth - and a career including three promotions,
one relegation and some very memorable FA Cup games - Ben's story is one of a
quintessential journeyman footballer. Candidly describing the negotiations,
insecurities, injuries, relocations, personal implications and wet Saturday
afternoons playing in front of 500 people, Journeyman offers a unique insight
into the unvarnished life of a lower-league player - so far removed from the
stories of pampered Premiership stars - as well as documenting the many
teammates, opponents, managers and coaches who left an indelible mark on
Ben's eclectic career. Refreshingly unsentimental and often hilarious, Smith's
story is essential reading for all true fans of the not-always-so-beautiful game.
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BEN SMITH: PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALLER. Recognise the name? Of course you don't. That's because
most of Smith's years in the game were spent outside the vaunted, big-money environs of the Premier League
- and this sporting memoir is all the more entertaining as a result. 1995: an adolescent Ben arrives at the
training ground of one of England's biggest clubs to begin his journey and realise his dream of playing top-
flight professional football. Aged just sixteen, he shares pre-season sessions at Arsenal with the likes of
Dennis Bergkamp and Ian Wright. Surely this is the start of a stellar career? Instead, the next seventeen years
saw the bright young star descend the ranks from Highbury to obscurity. With seasons playing for the likes
of Reading, Yeovil, Southend, Hereford, Shrewsbury and Weymouth - and a career including three
promotions, one relegation and some very memorable FA Cup games - Ben's story is one of a quintessential
journeyman footballer. Candidly describing the negotiations, insecurities, injuries, relocations, personal
implications and wet Saturday afternoons playing in front of 500 people, Journeyman offers a unique insight
into the unvarnished life of a lower-league player - so far removed from the stories of pampered Premiership
stars - as well as documenting the many teammates, opponents, managers and coaches who left an indelible
mark on Ben's eclectic career. Refreshingly unsentimental and often hilarious, Smith's story is essential
reading for all true fans of the not-always-so-beautiful game.
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Editorial Review

Review
Put down the latest predictable ghost written life story of a pampered Premier League star for this eye
opening chronicle. John Richardson, Sunday Express 5/5 The playmaker lifts the lid on lower-league life at
Hereford, Crawley and beyond. FourFourTwo

About the Author
Ben Smith enjoyed a seventeen-year career as a professional footballer at clubs including Arsenal, Reading,
Yeovil, Hereford, Crawley, Shrewsbury, Weymouth, Southend and Kettering. He lives near Witham in Essex
and works as a youth coach at Brighton & Hove Albion. This is his first book.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Megan Snyder:

Journeyman: One Man's Odyssey Through the Lower Leagues of English Football can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement
in writing Journeyman: One Man's Odyssey Through the Lower Leagues of English Football however
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information
that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
contemplating.

Richard Capps:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Journeyman: One Man's Odyssey
Through the Lower Leagues of English Football is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jeffery Whitley:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This guide Journeyman: One Man's Odyssey Through the Lower Leagues of English Football
was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book



you wanted.

Laura Burke:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Journeyman: One Man's Odyssey Through the Lower Leagues of
English Football can make you sense more interested to read.
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