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The most famous master of Kabbalah and Jewish mysticism is the Baal Shem
Tov (1698 to 1760). More stories are told about the Baal Shem Tov than about
any other person in Jewish history. These stories have been passed down,
primarily through an ora tradition, for over 250 years. More recently, books -
and even more recently the internet - have been added as a means to continue the
time-honored tradition of transmitting Baal Shem Tov stories from parent to
child and from Chassid to Chassid. The Baal Shem Tov stories are indeed
glimpses of the life and culture of downtrodden, 18th century, Eastern European
Jewry. However to see the stories as only that isto misstheir centra role. In
Chassidic life, Baal Shem Tov stories have formed the foundation of one of the
most fundamental and important of Chassidic spiritual practices: telling stories
about the Tzaddikim - the Jewish saints, as it were; literally, the "righteous ones"
- the great Spiritual Masters. These Tzaddikim led and guided the various
Chassidic dynasties through the dark Exile of European Jewry, from the time of
the Baal Shem Tov. All Chassidim, irrespective of their particular allegiance -
whether to Chabad, Bretslov, Belz, Satmar, Gerrer, Vishnitz, to name afew -
share one common belief: that the basic facts of the Baal Shem Tov stories are
just that - facts. Thereisan old Chassidic saying: "If you believe al of the Baal
Shem Tov stories, you're afool; if you don't believe any of them, you are a
bigger fool." Today, the stories and teachings of the Baal Shem Tov are as
relevant asthey were in the past. They inspire and guide us. They nudge us
towards intensifying our service to G-d. They teach us through example how to
live our liveswith ajoyful attitude. They enable us to experience the flow of love
that emanates from G-d.
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The most famous master of Kabbalah and Jewish mysticism is the Baal Shem Tov (1698 to 1760). More
stories are told about the Baal Shem Tov than about any other person in Jewish history. These stories have
been passed down, primarily through an oral tradition, for over 250 years. More recently, books - and even
more recently the internet - have been added as a means to continue the time-honored tradition of
transmitting Baal Shem Tov stories from parent to child and from Chassid to Chassid. The Baal Shem Tov
stories are indeed glimpses of the life and culture of downtrodden, 18th century, Eastern European Jewry.
However to see the stories as only that isto misstheir central role. In Chassidic life, Baal Shem Tov stories
have formed the foundation of one of the most fundamental and important of Chassidic spiritua practices:
telling stories about the Tzaddikim - the Jewish saints, as it were; literally, the "righteous ones" - the great
Spiritual Masters. These Tzaddikim led and guided the various Chassidic dynasties through the dark Exile of
European Jewry, from the time of the Baal Shem Tov. All Chassidim, irrespective of their particular
alegiance - whether to Chabad, Bretslov, Belz, Satmar, Gerrer, Vishnitz, to name afew - share one common
belief: that the basic facts of the Baal Shem Tov stories are just that - facts. Thereis an old Chassidic saying:
"If you believe all of the Baal Shem Tov stories, you're afool; if you don't believe any of them, you area
bigger fool." Today, the stories and teachings of the Baal Shem Tov are as relevant as they were in the past.
They inspire and guide us. They nudge us towards intensifying our service to G-d. They teach us through
example how to live our lives with ajoyful attitude. They enable us to experience the flow of love that
emanates from G-d.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Tzvi Meir Cohn is presently a Patent and Trademark Attorney (www.CohnPatents.com). He attended

Y eshiva Hadar Hatorah in Crown Heights, Brooklyn after completing his university studies in Engineering
and Law. While studying at the Y eshiva, he discovered a deep connection to the stories and teachings of the
Baa Shem Tov. More recently, he founded the Baal Shem Tov Foundation which is dedicated to spreading
the teachings of the Baal Shem Tov throughout the world in order to hasten the coming of the Moshiach. To
spread the teachings of the Baal Shem Tov, Howard created a website, Baal ShemTov.com and publishes a
weekly newsdletter, The Baal Shem Tov Times. Also, Tzvi Meir initiated the World Wide Mezuzah
Campaign (www.Mezuzah.net) as a project of the Baal Shem Tov Foundation. Tzvi Meir giveslive
presentations of his original music and Baal Shem Tov stories to welcoming audiences.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Stewart:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Baal Shem Tov Faith Love Joy: Mystical Stories of the
Legendary Kabbalah Master. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long aswe
know about how isimportant abook Baal Shem Tov Faith Love Joy: Mystical Stories of the Legendary
Kabbalah Master. Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are
able to open abook or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel fed up
to gotothelibrary. Let'slearn.

Mike Gray:

The book Baal Shem Tov Faith Love Joy: Mystical Stories of the Legendary Kabbalah Master make you feel
enjoy for your sparetime. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book
Baa Shem Tov Faith Love Joy: Mystical Stories of the Legendary Kabbalah Master to get your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or
all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Baal Shem Tov Faith
Love Joy: Mystical Stories of the Legendary Kabbalah Master. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Thomas Danidls;

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when



compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find book that need
more time to be study. Baal Shem Tov Faith Love Joy: Mystical Stories of the Legendary Kabbalah Master
can be your answer asit can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Alexandra Stafford:

Within this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust ssimple way to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get alook at some books. On the list
of booksin the top record in your reading list is usually Baal Shem Tov Faith Love Joy: Mystical Stories of
the Legendary Kabbalah Master. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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