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As the 2004 Presidential Election was beginning to take shape, Kyle Cassidy
took note of the important role the simple concept of gun ownership was playing.
Hardly anyone he knew didn't have an opinion in the debate over owning guns.
Why was a constitutionally protected right so heavily debated, and who exactly
are these folks that own guns? "I began to wonder who these seventy or so
million Americans were, how they lived and what was important to them. I set
out to photograph as many gun owners as I could and ask them one question:
"Why do you own a gun."" Cassidy traveled some 20,000 miles, crisscrossing the
country to meet with gun owners in their homes. Cassidy's photo essays create a
powerful, thought provoking and sometimes startling view of gun ownership in
the U.S. These "everyman" portraits, and the accompanying views of gun
owners, fashion a riveting and provocative hardcover book. "I made two
decisions early on," Cassidy says in his Introduction to the book. "First that I
would photograph anyone who was willing, owned a gun, and whom I could
physically get to. Secondly, I decided I wouldn't treat these subjects any
differently than I would if I were photographing "Lottery Winners" or "Cancer
Survivors" - I didn't want to rely on the crutch of controversy to prop my images
up. I wanted a good portrait first." "As far as I could tell, there were no politically
neutral books about gun owners - they all seemed to be propaganda, one way or
the other. My job wasn't to make gun owners look good, or to spin something one
way or another it was to take a series of interesting portraits".
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the simple concept of gun ownership was playing. Hardly anyone he knew didn't have an opinion in the
debate over owning guns. Why was a constitutionally protected right so heavily debated, and who exactly are
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one question: "Why do you own a gun."" Cassidy traveled some 20,000 miles, crisscrossing the country to
meet with gun owners in their homes. Cassidy's photo essays create a powerful, thought provoking and
sometimes startling view of gun ownership in the U.S. These "everyman" portraits, and the accompanying
views of gun owners, fashion a riveting and provocative hardcover book. "I made two decisions early on,"
Cassidy says in his Introduction to the book. "First that I would photograph anyone who was willing, owned
a gun, and whom I could physically get to. Secondly, I decided I wouldn't treat these subjects any differently
than I would if I were photographing "Lottery Winners" or "Cancer Survivors" - I didn't want to rely on the
crutch of controversy to prop my images up. I wanted a good portrait first." "As far as I could tell, there were
no politically neutral books about gun owners - they all seemed to be propaganda, one way or the other. My
job wasn't to make gun owners look good, or to spin something one way or another it was to take a series of
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Editorial Review

Review
"...Each picture in Armed America could be a pro-gun advertisement - or an anti-gun poster. That's what
makes the book so riveting." -- The Washington Post, July 29, 2007

"Cassidy's genius... vividly captures the subjects' personalities as well as their widely differing views on gun
ownership." -- Guns & Ammo, October 2007

"...stunning photos... You can't finish this book and still make blanket judgments about gun owners." -- The
Library Journal, September 1, 2007

"What we have here folks, between two covers, is that greatest of rarities, a fair picture of who owns guns." -
- Field & Stream, David Petzel, 2007

About the Author
Kyle Cassidy is a photographer living in Philadelphia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jetta Butler:

This book untitled Armed America: Portraits of Gun Owners in Their Homes to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Ross Adams:

You can spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Armed America: Portraits of Gun Owners
in Their Homes is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Gregory Sowers:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you



can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Armed America: Portraits of
Gun Owners in Their Homes which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.

Barry Bennett:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Armed America: Portraits of Gun Owners in
Their Homes can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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