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Scattered through the vast expanse of stone and sand that makes up Egypt’s
Western Desert are several oases. These islands of green in the midst of the
Sahara owe their existence to springs and wells drawing on ancient aquifers. In
antiquity, as today, they supported agricultural communities, going back to
Neolithic times but expanding greatly in the millennium from the Saite pharaohs
to the Roman emperors. New technologies of irrigation and transportation made
the oases integral parts of an imperial economy.  
 
Amheida, ancient Trimithis, was one of those oasis communities. Located in the
western part of the Dakhla Oasis, it was an important regional center, reaching a
peak in the Roman period before being abandoned. Over the past decade,
excavations at this well-preserved site have revealed its urban layout and brought
to light houses, streets, a bath, a school, and a church. The only standing brick
pyramid of the Roman period in Egypt has been restored. Wall-paintings, temple
reliefs, pottery, and texts all contribute to give a lively sense of its political,
religious, economic, and cultural life. This book presents these aspects of the
city’s existence and its close ties to the Nile valley, by way of long desert roads,
in an accessible and richly illustrated fashion. 
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Scattered through the vast expanse of stone and sand that makes up Egypt’s Western Desert are several
oases. These islands of green in the midst of the Sahara owe their existence to springs and wells drawing on
ancient aquifers. In antiquity, as today, they supported agricultural communities, going back to Neolithic
times but expanding greatly in the millennium from the Saite pharaohs to the Roman emperors. New
technologies of irrigation and transportation made the oases integral parts of an imperial economy.  
 
Amheida, ancient Trimithis, was one of those oasis communities. Located in the western part of the Dakhla
Oasis, it was an important regional center, reaching a peak in the Roman period before being abandoned.
Over the past decade, excavations at this well-preserved site have revealed its urban layout and brought to
light houses, streets, a bath, a school, and a church. The only standing brick pyramid of the Roman period in
Egypt has been restored. Wall-paintings, temple reliefs, pottery, and texts all contribute to give a lively sense
of its political, religious, economic, and cultural life. This book presents these aspects of the city’s existence
and its close ties to the Nile valley, by way of long desert roads, in an accessible and richly illustrated
fashion. 
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Roger S. Bagnall is Professor of Ancient History and Leon Levy Director of the Institute for the Study of
the Ancient World at New York University. 

Rafaella Cribiore is Professor of Classics at New York University. She is a specialist in ancient education
and her work at Amheida has included study of the schoolroom excavated at the site. Before moving to NYU
in 2008, Cribiore taught at Columbia University and in 2010 was the Townsend Lecturer at Cornell.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Hairston:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
actually An Oasis City (Institute for the Study of the Ancient World).

Patricia Kirby:

Beside this specific An Oasis City (Institute for the Study of the Ancient World) in your phone, it may give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have An Oasis City (Institute for the Study of the Ancient World) because this
book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find
this book and read it from now!

Dominique Rigney:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific An Oasis City (Institute for the Study of the
Ancient World) can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have factor
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step



for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have An Oasis City
(Institute for the Study of the Ancient World).

Jocelyn Harper:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt
the item when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book An Oasis City (Institute for the
Study of the Ancient World) to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
start a book and read it. Beside that the publication An Oasis City (Institute for the Study of the Ancient
World) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of this time.
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