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This book is a re-introduction to psychology. It focuses on great scholarly
thinkers, beginning with Plato, Marcus Aurelius and St Augustine, who gave the
field its foundational ideas long before better known 'founders', such as Galton,
Fechner, Wundt and Watson, appeared on the scene. Psychology can only
achieve its full breadth and potential when we fully appreciate its scholarly
legacy. Bruce Alexander and Curtis Shelton also argue that the fundamental
contradictions built into psychology's history have never been resolved, and that
a truly pragmatic approach, as defined by William James, can produce a 'layered'
psychology that will enable psychologists to face the fearsome challenges of the
twenty-first century. A History of Psychology in Western Civilization claims that
contemporary psychology has overemphasized the methods of physical science
and that psychology will need a broader scientific orientation alongside a
scholarly focus in order to fully engage the future.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Anyone who can link the Roman emperor Marcus Aurelius with Abraham Maslow, Plato with Chomsky
and Hume with Seligman is on to something! The approach is stunning in its creativity and accessibility."
Alex Forsythe, University of Liverpool

"This highly innovative and engaging work is an attempt to supply what [Alexander and Shelton] believe is
missing ... The selective treatment of authors and issues is one of the features that distinguish this book from
other current texts on the history of psychology, which often sacrifice depth of understanding in an effort to
achieve comprehensiveness of coverage."
William E. Smythe, PsycCRITIQUES

About the Author
Bruce K. Alexander is Professor Emeritus in the Department of Psychology at Simon Fraser University.

Curt P. Shelton is a Clinical Counselor at the British Columbia Institute of Technology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stan Whitley:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question because just
their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of A History of Psychology in Western Civilization
to read.

Jean Willis:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name A History of
Psychology in Western Civilization suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this
era. Often the book untitled A History of Psychology in Western Civilizationis the one of several books that
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.



Margaret Burman:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get lot of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare
time, the actual book you have read is usually A History of Psychology in Western Civilization.

Mildred Lucas:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is A History of Psychology in Western Civilization this book consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.
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