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The taste of chocolate, the noise of a crowd, the visual impressions of filmic
images—such sensory perceptions are rarely if ever discussed in relation to
democratic theory. In response, Davide Panagia argues that by overlooking
sensation political theorists ignore a crucial dimension of political life. Drawing
on Gilles Deleuze’s and Jacques Rancière’s readings of Kantian aesthetics,
Panagia posits sensation as a radical democratic moment of aesthetic judgment.
He contends that sensory experience interrupts our perceptual givens, creating
occasions to suspend authority and reconfigure the arrangement of a political
order.

Panagia claims that the rule of narrative governs our inherited notions of political
subjectivity and agency, such that reading and writing are the established modes
of political deliberation. Yet the contemporary citizen-subject is a viewing
subject, influenced by film, photos, and other perceptual stimuli as much as by
text. Challenging the rule of narrative, Panagia analyzes diverse sites of cultural
engagement including the visual dynamics portrayed in the film The Ring, the
growth of festival culture in late-fifteenth-century Florence, the practices of
convivium espoused by the Slow Food movement, and the architectural design of
public newsstands. He then ties these occasions for sensation to notable moments
in the history of political thought and shows the political potential of a dislocated
subjectivity therein. Democratic politics, Panagia concludes, involves a taking
part in those everyday practices that interrupt our common modes of sensing and
afford us an awareness of what had previously been insensible.
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The taste of chocolate, the noise of a crowd, the visual impressions of filmic images—such sensory
perceptions are rarely if ever discussed in relation to democratic theory. In response, Davide Panagia argues
that by overlooking sensation political theorists ignore a crucial dimension of political life. Drawing on
Gilles Deleuze’s and Jacques Rancière’s readings of Kantian aesthetics, Panagia posits sensation as a radical
democratic moment of aesthetic judgment. He contends that sensory experience interrupts our perceptual
givens, creating occasions to suspend authority and reconfigure the arrangement of a political order.

Panagia claims that the rule of narrative governs our inherited notions of political subjectivity and agency,
such that reading and writing are the established modes of political deliberation. Yet the contemporary
citizen-subject is a viewing subject, influenced by film, photos, and other perceptual stimuli as much as by
text. Challenging the rule of narrative, Panagia analyzes diverse sites of cultural engagement including the
visual dynamics portrayed in the film The Ring, the growth of festival culture in late-fifteenth-century
Florence, the practices of convivium espoused by the Slow Food movement, and the architectural design of
public newsstands. He then ties these occasions for sensation to notable moments in the history of political
thought and shows the political potential of a dislocated subjectivity therein. Democratic politics, Panagia
concludes, involves a taking part in those everyday practices that interrupt our common modes of sensing
and afford us an awareness of what had previously been insensible.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This smart and ambitious book contributes to a growing body of work in political theory that attempts to
illuminate the connections among politics, culture, theory, and aesthetics, thereby broadening our
understanding of the kinds of phenomena that count as political in contemporary multicultural politics. . . .
[T]his is a very important book that offers valuable ways to better comprehend the imbrications of politics,
culture, and aesthetics in contemporary multicultural democracy.” - Robert E. Watkins, Perspectives on
Politics

“Davide Panagia develops a provocative contribution to democratic political theory. . . . His arguments are
persuasive and refreshing. . . . [T]he work on the whole is rich and innovative.” - Parie Leung, Canadian
Literature

“‘The first political act is also an aesthetic one.’ From this provocative postulate The Political Life of
Sensation develops a refreshingly innovative theory of the image for which the force of sensation figures as a
force for democracy. As interruptive as it is instaurational, both dissensual and convivial, the power of the
image is brought by Davide Panagia to a new and original theoretical expression. The book weaves
seamlessly between penetrating analyses of key political and philosophical thinkers and of cultural
formations from the piazzas of Italy to the Thanksgiving table. A forceful and convincing apologia for an
‘ethics of appearance.’”—Brian Massumi, author of Parables for the Virtual: Movement, Affect, Sensation

“With this remarkable book, Davide Panagia chops off the head of political theory’s ruling narratocracy. The
challenge he thereby raises is nothing less than a call for reconfiguring democracy as a realm of the
senses.”—Jodi Dean, author of Democracy and Other Neoliberal Fantasies: Communicative Capitalism and
Left Politics

“Davide Panagia develops a provocative contribution to democratic political theory. . . . His arguments are
persuasive and refreshing. . . . [T]he work on the whole is rich and innovative.”
(Parie Leung Canadian Literature)

“This smart and ambitious book contributes to a growing body of work in political theory that attempts to
illuminate the connections among politics, culture, theory, and aesthetics, thereby broadening our
understanding of the kinds of phenomena that count as political in contemporary multicultural politics. . . .
[T]his is a very important book that offers valuable ways to better comprehend the imbrications of politics,
culture, and aesthetics in contemporary multicultural democracy.”
(Robert E. Watkins Perspectives on Politics)

From the Back Cover
"'The first political act is also an aesthetic one.' From this provocative postulate "The Political Life of
Sensation" develops a refreshingly innovative theory of the image for which the force of sensation figures as
a force for democracy. As interruptive as it is instaurational, both dissensual and convivial, the power of the



image is brought by Davide Panagia to a new and original theoretical expression. The book weaves
seamlessly between penetrating analyses of key political and philosophical thinkers and of cultural
formations from the piazzas of Italy to the Thanksgiving table. A forceful and convincing apologia for an
'ethics of appearance.'"--Brian Massumi, author of "Parables for the Virtual: Movement, Affect, Sensation"

About the Author

Davide Panagia is Canada Research Chair in Cultural Studies at Trent University in Peterborough, Ontario.
He is the author of The Poetics of Political Thinking, also published by Duke University Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ashley Mansfield:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Political Life of Sensation. Try to face the book The Political Life
of Sensation as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside that
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Frances Lockhart:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is The Political Life of Sensation.

Mary Chapa:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Political Life of Sensation
that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person
but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you could pick The Political Life of Sensation become your current starter.



Sylvia Grable:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Political Life of Sensation or
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes The
Political Life of Sensation to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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