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The paragone—the notion of competition and rivalry among the arts—has been a
topic of debate for centuries. It erupted with great force in the Renaissance, with
sculptors vying with painters for superiority, modern artists competing with the
ancients, and painting challenging poetry. If the traces of this lively conversation
are most evident in the literature, the remarkable scholarship presented here
demonstrates how the paragone was rendered visible also in works of art.

The essays on Renaissance and Baroque art reveal the paragone to be a crucial
motive and key to the interpretation of some of the most celebrated works of art
such as Van Eyck’s Ghent Altarpiece and Michelangelo’s Pietà in St. Peter’s
Basilica. The author’s incisive and erudite analysis of social history, biography,
rhetoric, art theory, wordplay, and history illuminates these works anew, thus
affording a modern audience a better understanding of the subtleties of their
composition and meaning. Readers will find surprising insights and unsuspected
drama in works of art they may have thought they knew.
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The paragone—the notion of competition and rivalry among the arts—has been a topic of debate for
centuries. It erupted with great force in the Renaissance, with sculptors vying with painters for superiority,
modern artists competing with the ancients, and painting challenging poetry. If the traces of this lively
conversation are most evident in the literature, the remarkable scholarship presented here demonstrates how
the paragone was rendered visible also in works of art.

The essays on Renaissance and Baroque art reveal the paragone to be a crucial motive and key to the
interpretation of some of the most celebrated works of art such as Van Eyck’s Ghent Altarpiece and
Michelangelo’s Pietà in St. Peter’s Basilica. The author’s incisive and erudite analysis of social history,
biography, rhetoric, art theory, wordplay, and history illuminates these works anew, thus affording a modern
audience a better understanding of the subtleties of their composition and meaning. Readers will find
surprising insights and unsuspected drama in works of art they may have thought they knew.
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Editorial Review

Review

“In Rudolf Preimesberger’s Paragons and Paragone, we have a book to celebrate. . . .  Just as Preimesberger
shows how artists signal their competition with the ancients, their peers, and other media, he likewise reveals
his own agonistic ends, as seemingly unyielding visual mysteries give way to the subtleties of his mind and
pen.”—Renaissance Quarterly

About the Author

Rudolf Preimesberger is professor emeritus at the Freie Universität Berlin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Erna Taylor:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Paragons and Paragone: Van Eyck, Raphael, Michelangelo, Caravaggio,
Bernini.

Frank Monroe:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because
just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Paragons and Paragone: Van Eyck, Raphael,
Michelangelo, Caravaggio, Bernini to read.

Lorenzo Davis:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Paragons and
Paragone: Van Eyck, Raphael, Michelangelo, Caravaggio, Bernini suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled Paragons and Paragone: Van Eyck,



Raphael, Michelangelo, Caravaggio, Berniniis a single of several books that everyone read now. That book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Duane Coley:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind proficiency or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide
that need more time to be examine. Paragons and Paragone: Van Eyck, Raphael, Michelangelo, Caravaggio,
Bernini can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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