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This remarkable two-disc collection features sixty-six Native Christian hymns
sung by the Kiowa elder and singer Ralph Kotay. Particularly well-known for
their song traditions, which range from peyote and powwow songs to hand-game
and church songs, the Kiowas are a Southern Plains Indian tribe that today
resides in southwestern Oklahoma. The Kiowa Christian hymn tradition first
emerged around the turn of the twentieth century and combined the sound,
structure, and style of European-American Christian hymns with pre-Christian
Kiowa songs. In the early twentieth century, Christian churches enjoyed a
dominant position in the Kiowa community, as did Kiowa hymns.
 
By the mid-twentieth century, however, Kiowa traditions—which now included
Kiowa church traditions—were on the wane; of special concern was the
declining use of the Kiowa language. Kiowa elders began to recognize that
preserving and maintaining Kiowa hymns was of particular importance in
preserving and maintaining the Kiowa language. In 1962 a committee of Kiowa
Indians collected several dozen Kiowa Christian hymns in a manuscript, written
phonetically in Kiowa with English translations. Passed from hand to hand for
the last four decades, the hymnbook has long been out of print and survives today
only because individuals have copied it over and over again.
 
To preserve the knowledge of these songs for future generations, Kotay sat down
on a sultry July afternoon at his home in Apache, Oklahoma, and recorded them.
The resulting collection will help ensure that these hymns remain a rich and
enduring part of the cultural heritage of the Kiowa people.
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This remarkable two-disc collection features sixty-six Native Christian hymns sung by the Kiowa elder and
singer Ralph Kotay. Particularly well-known for their song traditions, which range from peyote and powwow
songs to hand-game and church songs, the Kiowas are a Southern Plains Indian tribe that today resides in
southwestern Oklahoma. The Kiowa Christian hymn tradition first emerged around the turn of the twentieth
century and combined the sound, structure, and style of European-American Christian hymns with pre-
Christian Kiowa songs. In the early twentieth century, Christian churches enjoyed a dominant position in the
Kiowa community, as did Kiowa hymns.
 
By the mid-twentieth century, however, Kiowa traditions—which now included Kiowa church
traditions—were on the wane; of special concern was the declining use of the Kiowa language. Kiowa elders
began to recognize that preserving and maintaining Kiowa hymns was of particular importance in preserving
and maintaining the Kiowa language. In 1962 a committee of Kiowa Indians collected several dozen Kiowa
Christian hymns in a manuscript, written phonetically in Kiowa with English translations. Passed from hand
to hand for the last four decades, the hymnbook has long been out of print and survives today only because
individuals have copied it over and over again.
 
To preserve the knowledge of these songs for future generations, Kotay sat down on a sultry July afternoon
at his home in Apache, Oklahoma, and recorded them. The resulting collection will help ensure that these
hymns remain a rich and enduring part of the cultural heritage of the Kiowa people.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Ralph Kotay is a noted Kiowa singer whose work has been featured in a number of publications and
recordings, including Songs of Indian Territory and Remaining Ourselves: Music and Tribal Memory. The
Kiowa Hymns CD set was produced by Ralph Kotay, Luke Eric Lassiter, and Chris Wendt, and is sponsored
by the Center for Media Design at Ball State University in Muncie, Indiana.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Hickman:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Kiowa Hymns (2 CDs
and booklet) book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Patricia Ackermann:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent all day long to reading a book. The book Kiowa Hymns (2 CDs and booklet) it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book.
You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has
high quality.

Brian Register:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Kiowa Hymns (2 CDs and booklet)
as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want
to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks
are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Kiowa Hymns (2 CDs and booklet) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like
here.



Thomas Rojas:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to at this time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Kiowa Hymns (2 CDs and booklet) can make you sense
more interested to read.
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