Hybrid War Beyond Lebanon: Lessons From
the South African Campaign 1976 to 1989

By USA, MAJ Sean J. McWilliams

Read Online ©

Hybrid War Beyond L ebanon: L essons From the South African Campaign
1976 to 1989 By USA, MAJ Sean J. McWilliams

A debate is raging within the defense community about the pattern of future war
and how best to prepare for it. One idea gaining acceptance is the concept of
hybrid war. The term hybrid war as currently understood has multiple meanings
and usages. The term is often confused with hybrid warfare leading to afixation
on the tactical implications of hybrid war when the true focus should be on the
implications of a hybrid strategy. This paper reconciles the competing definitions
for the concept of hybrid war in order to assess the long-term implications of
hybrid war for strategic and operational planners. The concept of hybrid war is
inherently an operational and strategic concept. To merely focus at the tactical
level isto mischaracterize and misunderstand the very nature of hybrid war.
Hybrid wars are innately strategic struggles for legitimacy and control influenced
but not necessarily determined exclusively by battlefield actions. The historical
experience of the Republic of South Africa (RSA) from 1978 to 1989 confirms
the validity of this definition and provides additional insight to develop both the
conceptual understanding of the concept of hybrid war and a plan to fight and
win such conflicts. In the case of South Africa, despite winning the conventional
and irregular military campaign against both domestic and external insurgencies,
the RSA did not obtain its strategic goals. This failure seemsto be in keeping
with the definition of hybrid war instead of the predominate focus on hybrid
warfare. The lessons from this experience indicate that in hybrid war, victory is
only possible by achieving success simultaneously on the conventional,
unconventional, irregular and domestic and international information battlefields.
A series of recommendations based upon insights from the case study for how to
plan, and fight a hybrid war conclude the discussion.
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A debate is raging within the defense community about the pattern of future war and how best to prepare for
it. One idea gaining acceptance is the concept of hybrid war. The term hybrid war as currently understood
has multiple meanings and usages. The term is often confused with hybrid warfare leading to a fixation on
thetactical implications of hybrid war when the true focus should be on the implications of a hybrid strategy.
This paper reconciles the competing definitions for the concept of hybrid war in order to assess the long-term
implications of hybrid war for strategic and operational planners. The concept of hybrid war is inherently an
operational and strategic concept. To merely focus at the tactical level isto mischaracterize and
misunderstand the very nature of hybrid war. Hybrid wars are innately strategic struggles for legitimacy and
control influenced but not necessarily determined exclusively by battlefield actions. The historical
experience of the Republic of South Africa (RSA) from 1978 to 1989 confirms the validity of this definition
and provides additional insight to develop both the conceptual understanding of the concept of hybrid war
and a plan to fight and win such conflicts. In the case of South Africa, despite winning the conventiona and
irregular military campaign against both domestic and external insurgencies, the RSA did not obtain its
strategic goals. This failure seems to be in keeping with the definition of hybrid war instead of the
predominate focus on hybrid warfare. The lessons from this experience indicate that in hybrid war, victory is
only possible by achieving success simultaneously on the conventional, unconventional, irregular and
domestic and international information battlefields. A series of recommendations based upon insights from
the case study for how to plan, and fight a hybrid war conclude the discussion.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Daryl Biddle:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Hybrid War Beyond L ebanon:
L essons From the South African Campaign 1976 to 1989 will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open
or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like
that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Lillian Carlucci:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students since they're still students or theitem for al peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Hybrid War
Beyond Lebanon: Lessons From the South African Campaign 1976 to 1989. All type of book isit possibleto
see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Billy Ander son:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual ? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of fedling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question
due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guarderia until university need this specific Hybrid War Beyond L ebanon:

L essons From the South African Campaign 1976 to 1989 to read.

Richard Starkes:

This Hybrid War Beyond L ebanon: Lessons From the South African Campaign 1976 to 1989 is great guide
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we
can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole detailsin



it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having Hybrid War Beyond Lebanon: Lessons From the South African
Campaign 1976 to 1989 in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do
that. So, thisis good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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