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The incredible and complex history of opium throughout the world.

Opium has played a dramatic and varied role in human history, inspiring
religious veneration, scientific exploration, the bitterest rancor, and the most
fanciful ecstasy. Now, authors Jeff Goldberg and Dean Latimer have provided a
complete, insightful history of opium. Flowers in the Blood lifts the veil of
mystery that has surrounded opium down through the ages. Inside, discover:

• Why a three-thousand-year-old statue of a Greek goddess was crowned with
poppies
• The formulas for Hippocrates’s ancient opium remedies
• Why the Islamic councils of the wise vilified hashish but venerated opium
• Why there was no opium problem in nineteenth-century England and America
despite unprecedented and unrestricted consumption of opiates
• What really provoked the Opium Wars in China
• Why John Jacob Astor quit the opium trade
• The unique role played by Chinese opium in the birth of the American labor
movement

Along the way, the authors provide details of the addictions of S. T. Coleridge,
Thomas De Quincey, and other literary opium-eaters of the nineteenth century, as
well as chronicling the progress of antidrug laws and the ongoing search for an
addiction cure.

Originally published in 1981, this edition of Flowers in the Blood has been
updated with a new preface by Goldberg. At times disconcerting—raising serious
questions about attitudes and approaches toward powerful drugs and their
control—Flowers in the Blood is an essential addition to the literature of opium,
and a wide-awake look at the stuff that dreams (and nightmares) are made of.

Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Arcade imprint, are proud to publish a broad
range of books for readers interested in history--books about World War II, the
Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK assassination, conspiracies, the
American Civil War, the American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings, ancient
Rome, medieval times, the old West, and much more. While not every title we
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publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are
committed to books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors
whose work might not otherwise find a home.
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overlooked and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Jeff Goldberg is a freelance writer best known as an investigator of psychoactive drugs and how they work in
the brain. Born in Philadelphia, Goldberg's articles on science and medicine have appeared in Life, Discover,
Omni, and other magazines internationally. Dean Latimer is the former executive of High Life magazine.
Born in Canton, New York, Latimer helped to originate the East Village Other as well as the National
Lampoon. His articles have also appeared in Oui and Penthouse, amongst others. William Burroughs was an
American writer and artist, and one of the most recognized figures of the beat generation. He is probably
most well known for his novel Naked Lunch, a controversial work that was subject to one of the most recent
obscenity trials for a book in the United States.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lawrence Weatherby:

This Flowers in the Blood: The Story of Opium book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Flowers in the Blood: The Story of Opium without we know teach the
one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Flowers in the
Blood: The Story of Opium can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into
full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Flowers in the Blood: The Story of
Opium having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested
in reading.

Roderick Grubb:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a reserve. The book Flowers in the Blood: The Story of Opium it is very good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses
high quality.

Betty Serrano:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to



share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
for you is Flowers in the Blood: The Story of Opium this publication consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when
he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Douglas Brim:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Flowers in the Blood: The
Story of Opium.
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