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In A New History of Japanese Cinema Isolde Standish focuses on the historical
development of Japanese film. She details an industry and an art form shaped by
the competing and merging forces of traditional culture and of economic and
technological innovation. Adopting a thematic, exploratory approach, Standish
links the concept of Japanese cinema as a system of communication with some of
the central discourses of the twentieth century: modernism, nationalism,
humanism, resistance, and gender.

After an introduction outlining the earliest years of cinema in Japan, Standish
demonstrates cinema's symbolic position in Japanese society in the 1930s - as
both a metaphor and a motor of modernity. Moving into the late thirties and early
forties, Standish analyses cinema's relationship with the state-focusing in
particular on the war and occupation periods. The book's coverage of the post-
occupation period looks at "romance" films in particular. Avant-garde directors
came to the fore during the 1960s and early seventies, and their work is discussed
in depth. The book concludes with an investigation of genre and gender in
mainstream films of recent years.

In grappling with Japanese film history and criticism, most western
commentators have concentrated on offering interpretations of what have come
to be considered "classic" films. A New History of Japanese Cinema takes a
genuinely innovative approach to the subject, and should prove an essential
resource for many years to come.
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In A New History of Japanese Cinema Isolde Standish focuses on the historical development of Japanese
film. She details an industry and an art form shaped by the competing and merging forces of traditional
culture and of economic and technological innovation. Adopting a thematic, exploratory approach, Standish
links the concept of Japanese cinema as a system of communication with some of the central discourses of
the twentieth century: modernism, nationalism, humanism, resistance, and gender.

After an introduction outlining the earliest years of cinema in Japan, Standish demonstrates cinema's
symbolic position in Japanese society in the 1930s - as both a metaphor and a motor of modernity. Moving
into the late thirties and early forties, Standish analyses cinema's relationship with the state-focusing in
particular on the war and occupation periods. The book's coverage of the post-occupation period looks at
"romance" films in particular. Avant-garde directors came to the fore during the 1960s and early seventies,
and their work is discussed in depth. The book concludes with an investigation of genre and gender in
mainstream films of recent years.

In grappling with Japanese film history and criticism, most western commentators have concentrated on
offering interpretations of what have come to be considered "classic" films. A New History of Japanese
Cinema takes a genuinely innovative approach to the subject, and should prove an essential resource for
many years to come.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Brier:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this A New History of Japanese Cinema: A
Century of Narrative Film book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info
in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Elizabeth Hart:

The particular book A New History of Japanese Cinema: A Century of Narrative Film has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy
to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Katie Barry:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time to
be learn. A New History of Japanese Cinema: A Century of Narrative Film can be your answer as it can be
read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Barbara Kelley:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of book A
New History of Japanese Cinema: A Century of Narrative Film. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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