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This anthology brings togethere in convenient form a rich selection of Japanese
poetry in traditional genres dating back from the earliest times to the twentieth
century. With more than 1,100 poems, it is the most varied and comprehensive
selection of traditional Japanese poetry now available in English.
Ezra Pound called poetry "the most concentrated form of verbal expression," and
the great poets of Japan wrote poems as charged and compressed as poems can
be. The Japanese language, with its few consonates and even fewer vowels, did
not lend itself to expansive forms, making small seem better and perhaps more
powerful. There is also the historical context in which Japanese poetry
developed?the highly refined society of the early courts of Nara and Kyoto. In
this setting, poetry came to be used as much for communication between lovers
and friends as for artistic expression, and a tradition of cryptic statement evolved,
with notes passed from sleeve to sleeve or conundrums exchanged furtively in
the night.
Add to this the high sense of decorum that dominated court society for centuries,
and you have the conditions that led to the development of the classical uta (also
referred to as tanka or waka), the thrity-one-syllable form that acts as the
foundation for virtually all poetry written in Japanese between 850 and 1900.
In choosing poems, the compiler has given priority to authors and works gnerally
acknowledged as of great artistic and/or historical importance by Japanese
scholars. For this reason, major poets such as Kakinomoto no Hitomaro, Izumi
Shikibu, Saigyo, and Matsuo Basho are particualarly important collections such
as Man'yoshu, Kokinshu, and Shin kokinshu. In addtion, the volume also
contains samplings from genres such as the poetic diary, linked verse, Chinese
forms, and comic verse.
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Ezra Pound called poetry "the most concentrated form of verbal expression," and the great poets of Japan
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form that acts as the foundation for virtually all poetry written in Japanese between 850 and 1900.
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artistic and/or historical importance by Japanese scholars. For this reason, major poets such as Kakinomoto
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)

From the Inside Flap

This anthology brings togethere in convenient form a rich selection of Japanese poetry in traditional genres
dating back from the earliest times to the twentieth century. With more than 1,100 poems, it is the most
varied and comprehensive selection of traditional Japanese poetry now available in English.
Ezra Pound called poetry “the most concentrated form of verbal expression,” and the great poets of Japan
wrote poems as charged and compressed as poems can be. The Japanese language, with its few consonates
and even fewer vowels, did not lend itself to expansive forms, making small seem better and perhaps more
powerful. There is also the historical context in which Japanese poetry developed—the highly refined society
of the early courts of Nara and Kyoto. In this setting, poetry came to be used as much for communication
between lovers and friends as for artistic expression, and a tradition of cryptic statement evolved, with notes
passed from sleeve to sleeve or conundrums exchanged furtively in the night.
Add to this the high sense of decorum that dominated court society for centuries, and you have the conditions
that led to the development of the classical uta

(also referred to as tanka

or waka

), the thrity-one-syllable form that acts as the foundation for virtually all poetry written in Japanese between
850 and 1900.
In choosing poems, the compiler has given priority to authors and works gnerally acknowledged as of great
artistic and/or historical importance by Japanese scholars. For this reason, major poets such as Kakinomoto
no Hitomaro, Izumi Shikibu, Saigyo, and Matsuo Basho are particualarly important collections such as
Man’yoshu, Kokinshu, and Shin kokinshu. In addtion, the volume also contains samplings from genres such
as the poetic diary, linked verse, Chinese forms, and comic verse.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leonard Palmer:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Traditional Japanese Poetry: An Anthology book is readable by simply you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Traditional Japanese Poetry: An
Anthology content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Traditional Japanese
Poetry: An Anthology is not loveable to be your top record reading book?



Elizabeth Frizzell:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Traditional Japanese Poetry: An
Anthology, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Katie McCants:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Traditional Japanese Poetry: An Anthology
can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Shelly Sampson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Traditional Japanese Poetry: An Anthology or
even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book
likes Traditional Japanese Poetry: An Anthology to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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