
The Backward Life: In Pursuit of an
Uncommon Faith

By Jarrod Jones

The Backward Life: In Pursuit of an Uncommon Faith By Jarrod Jones

Jesus is totally backwards to the world. Rather than focus on his own desires, he
lived to love others. He preached lessons that seemed contradictory: Die to live.
Lose to gain. Love your neighbor as yourself. Is it possible to follow in his
footsteps today? Can people live a faith that means something in a culture so
focused on self? Meeting an MTV generation where it's at, The Backward Life
shouts "YES!" In this provocative and challenging book, Jarrod Jones takes
readers on a journey into a faith that dares members of our pop culture to live like
Christ--to deny themselves and take up the cross. This kind of living may seem
backward to the ways the world would have one find happiness and meaning, yet
Jones shows how it delivers more fulfillment than anyone can imagine. Filled
with real-life stories and honest teaching, The Backward Life offers a new look at
a faith that will help readers discover who they are and who God is calling them
to be.
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Jesus is totally backwards to the world. Rather than focus on his own desires, he lived to love others. He
preached lessons that seemed contradictory: Die to live. Lose to gain. Love your neighbor as yourself. Is it
possible to follow in his footsteps today? Can people live a faith that means something in a culture so
focused on self? Meeting an MTV generation where it's at, The Backward Life shouts "YES!" In this
provocative and challenging book, Jarrod Jones takes readers on a journey into a faith that dares members of
our pop culture to live like Christ--to deny themselves and take up the cross. This kind of living may seem
backward to the ways the world would have one find happiness and meaning, yet Jones shows how it
delivers more fulfillment than anyone can imagine. Filled with real-life stories and honest teaching, The
Backward Life offers a new look at a faith that will help readers discover who they are and who God is
calling them to be.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Admitting to doing life "backwards," Jones makes no apology for it. As the Alabama speaker with Vertical
Ministries defines it, a backward life consists of first loving God and then loving others (Mark 12:29–31). As
he says, "[L]ove for others is our love relationship with God gone public." Jones exhorts fellow Christians to
embrace the "backward" life by exposing secular society's notion that self-esteem, self-promotion and
personal power are the chief means of happiness. Controversially, Jones states that low self-esteem has been
given an unnecessary bad rap, for it is frequently the catalyst that propels individuals into recognizing a need
for God. He uses biblical stories to recount and punctuate his points, arguing that readers must discover the
Bible to understand who God is and why God's ways are so unconventional yet compelling. Jones takes a
hard line at times, exhorting readers to saturate their minds with biblical principles, plead with God through
constant prayer and "bleed" or expunge any plans that take precedence over obedience to God. Though
Jones's passion and sincerity are obvious, some readers may find this text lacking in fresh material. (July)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Jarrod continues to encourage me with his love for God and people and his dedication to sharing Jesus with
the world." --Mac Powell, lead vocalist, THIRD DAY

"Jarrod Jones is a man seeking glory for his God. I appreciate not only his ability to communicate God's truth
with clear relevancy but also his humble spirit." --David Nasser, nationally recognized speaker and author

"With a passion for biblical teaching, an amazing testimony of God's grace, and a pure heart, Jarrod Jones is
a man used mightily by God." --Joel Engle, lead pastor/worship leader/speaker/songwriter

From the Back Cover
Get ready to get over yourself with this frank and fun discussion of how God wants us to live life. Jarrod
Jones takes "backward" and uses it to show you how Jesus turns life on its head. Discover how much fuller
your life can be when you revel in living as Jesus taught: giving to gain, losing to win, and turning first and
last around. In his down-to-earth style, Jarrod shines light on the lies we use to organize our lives to make
ourselves the top priority. But he doesn't leave us floundering in the wake of that discovery. Instead, he gives
us a real hope in the backward view of life--the only life that, in the end, truly makes sense. "Jarrod
continues to encourage me with his love for God and people and his dedication to sharing Jesus with the
world."--Mac Powell, lead vocalist, Third Day "Jarrod Jones is a man seeking glory for his God. I appreciate
not only his ability to communicate God's truth with clear relevancy but also his humble spirit."--David
Nasser, nationally recognized speaker and author "With a passion for biblical teaching, an amazing
testimony of God's grace, and a pure heart, Jarrod Jones is a man used mightily by God."--Joel Engle,
worship leader/ speaker/songwriter, Made for Worship Jarrod Jones is a popular speaker at churches,
conferences, festivals, and ministry events across the United States and Canada.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Henrietta Roderick:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Backward Life: In Pursuit of an Uncommon
Faith. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important some sort of book The Backward Life: In Pursuit of an Uncommon Faith. You can add know-how
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Delbert Lambert:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is usually The Backward Life: In Pursuit of an Uncommon Faith.

Agatha Roughton:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Backward Life: In Pursuit of an Uncommon Faith can make you truly feel more
interested to read.

William Kavanaugh:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the The Backward Life: In Pursuit of an Uncommon Faith when you necessary
it?
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