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"Surgery Junkies is an innovative, fast-paced mix of theory and empirical
research that advances our understanding of contemporary bodies, lifestyle
medicine, and the making of the embodied, self-fashioned self. Scholars and
teachers of cultural and media studies, sociology of the body, and health and
society will value its contributions to both their research and their teaching."-
Arthur W. Frank, author of The Wounded Storyteller: Body, Illness, and Ethics
and The Renewal of Generosity: Illness, Medicine, and How to Live "Whether
analyzing Extreme Makeover, 'Body Dismorphic Disorder,' or her own
rhinoplasty, Pitts-Taylor makes difficult theoretical concepts clear-and clearly
relevant to our lives."-Susan Bordo, author of Unbearable Weight: Feminism,
Western Culture, and the Body Despite the increasing prevalence of cosmetic
surgery, there are still those who identify individuals who opt for bodily
modifications as dupes of beauty culture, as being in conflict with feminist ideals,
or as having some form of psychological weakness. In this ground-breaking
book, Victoria Pitts-Taylor examines why we consider some cosmetic surgeries
to be acceptable or even beneficial and others to be unacceptable and possibly
harmful. Drawing on years of research, in-depth interviews with surgeons and
psychiatrists, analysis of newspaper articles, legal documents, and television
shows, and her own personal experience with cosmetic surgery, Pitts-Taylor
brings new perspectives to the promotion of "extreme" makeovers on television,
the medicalization of "surgery addiction," the moral and political interrogation
that many patients face, and feminist debates on the topic. Pitts-Taylor makes a
compelling argument that the experience, meanings, and motivations for
cosmetic surgery are highly social and, in doing so, provides a much needed
"makeover" of our cultural understanding of cosmetic surgery. Victoria Pitts-
Taylor is associate professor of sociology at Queens College and the Graduate
Center, City University of New York. She is the author of In the Flesh: The
Cultural Politics of Body Modification.
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"Surgery Junkies is an innovative, fast-paced mix of theory and empirical research that advances our
understanding of contemporary bodies, lifestyle medicine, and the making of the embodied, self-fashioned
self. Scholars and teachers of cultural and media studies, sociology of the body, and health and society will
value its contributions to both their research and their teaching."-Arthur W. Frank, author of The Wounded
Storyteller: Body, Illness, and Ethics and The Renewal of Generosity: Illness, Medicine, and How to Live
"Whether analyzing Extreme Makeover, 'Body Dismorphic Disorder,' or her own rhinoplasty, Pitts-Taylor
makes difficult theoretical concepts clear-and clearly relevant to our lives."-Susan Bordo, author of
Unbearable Weight: Feminism, Western Culture, and the Body Despite the increasing prevalence of
cosmetic surgery, there are still those who identify individuals who opt for bodily modifications as dupes of
beauty culture, as being in conflict with feminist ideals, or as having some form of psychological weakness.
In this ground-breaking book, Victoria Pitts-Taylor examines why we consider some cosmetic surgeries to be
acceptable or even beneficial and others to be unacceptable and possibly harmful. Drawing on years of
research, in-depth interviews with surgeons and psychiatrists, analysis of newspaper articles, legal
documents, and television shows, and her own personal experience with cosmetic surgery, Pitts-Taylor
brings new perspectives to the promotion of "extreme" makeovers on television, the medicalization of
"surgery addiction," the moral and political interrogation that many patients face, and feminist debates on the
topic. Pitts-Taylor makes a compelling argument that the experience, meanings, and motivations for
cosmetic surgery are highly social and, in doing so, provides a much needed "makeover" of our cultural
understanding of cosmetic surgery. Victoria Pitts-Taylor is associate professor of sociology at Queens
College and the Graduate Center, City University of New York. She is the author of In the Flesh: The
Cultural Politics of Body Modification.
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Editorial Review

Review

Surgery Junkies is an innovative, fast-paced mix of theory and empirical research that advances our
understanding of contemporary bodies, lifestyle medicine, and the making of the embodied, self-fashioned
self. Scholars and teachers of cultural and media studies, sociology of the body, and health and society will
value its contributions to both their research and their teaching.
(Arthur W. Frank author of The Wounded Storyteller: Body, Illness, and Ethics and The Renewal of)

About the Author
Victoria Pitts-Taylor is an associate professor of sociology at Queens College and the Graduate Center, City
University of New York. She is the author of In the Flesh: The Cultural Politics of Body Modification.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bernice Hicks:

The book untitled Surgery Junkies: Wellness and Pathology in Cosmetic Culture contain a lot of information
on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
read.

Donald Davisson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Surgery Junkies: Wellness and Pathology in Cosmetic Culture this book
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of
you.

James Brown:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well



as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Surgery Junkies: Wellness and Pathology in Cosmetic Culture can make
you really feel more interested to read.

Michael Ogden:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Surgery Junkies:
Wellness and Pathology in Cosmetic Culture.
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