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Sociolinguistics deals with the social life of language, language in its
sociocultural context. It is a branch of linguistics that looks less at the shape or
sound of words--morphology or phonology--and more at how our words and
sentences are influenced by the society around us--for instance, how the accent or
the dialect we use has been shaped by where we come from or which social class
we belong to.

In this Very Short Introduction, John Edwards offers the most up-to-date brief
overview available of sociolinguistics, with side trips into the sociology of
language and psycholinguistics. He considers such topics as the different social
evaluations of languages and dialects, the loaded significance of names, and the
importance of politically-driven language planning and policy. The relationship
between language and gender, sexist language, the language of poverty, and the
intertwining of language and religion are also dealt with here. Edwards stresses
that, while linguists see all dialects as equally valid, in the wider world powerful
attitudes have always placed language varieties in social hierarchies. The author
also looks at language more broadly, examining the ways in which languages rise
or fall, the attempts to revive flagging or endangered varieties, the reasons why
some languages came to dominate others, and the special dynamics that affect
contact between "big" and "small" languages.

In both its role as our most powerful tool of communication and as the most
immediate symbolic marker of human affiliation, language is pre-eminently a
social phenomenon. This compact volume offers an invaluable introduction to
this vital aspect of language.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions
to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given
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discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of
the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it
has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major
academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference
library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Sociolinguistics deals with the social life of language, language in its sociocultural context. It is a branch of
linguistics that looks less at the shape or sound of words--morphology or phonology--and more at how our
words and sentences are influenced by the society around us--for instance, how the accent or the dialect we
use has been shaped by where we come from or which social class we belong to.

In this Very Short Introduction, John Edwards offers the most up-to-date brief overview available of
sociolinguistics, with side trips into the sociology of language and psycholinguistics. He considers such
topics as the different social evaluations of languages and dialects, the loaded significance of names, and the
importance of politically-driven language planning and policy. The relationship between language and
gender, sexist language, the language of poverty, and the intertwining of language and religion are also dealt
with here. Edwards stresses that, while linguists see all dialects as equally valid, in the wider world powerful
attitudes have always placed language varieties in social hierarchies. The author also looks at language more
broadly, examining the ways in which languages rise or fall, the attempts to revive flagging or endangered
varieties, the reasons why some languages came to dominate others, and the special dynamics that affect
contact between "big" and "small" languages.

In both its role as our most powerful tool of communication and as the most immediate symbolic marker of
human affiliation, language is pre-eminently a social phenomenon. This compact volume offers an
invaluable introduction to this vital aspect of language.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The author's degrees in psychology allow him to effectively examine the intersections between human
behavior and language. Although the content of the book is introductory, the scholarly writing style makes it
appropriate for advanced students in sociolinguistics courses." -K.C. Williams, Mercyhurst University,
CHOICE

About the Author

John Edwards is Professor of Psychology at St. Francis Xavier University, in Nova Scotia. He is a fellow of
the Royal Society of Canada and editor of the Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural Development. His
recent books include Challenges in the Social Life of Language and Multilingualism: Understanding
Linguistic Diversity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Carroll:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Sociolinguistics: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Edward McClung:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Sociolinguistics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.



Yvonne Matz:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you is Sociolinguistics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) this e-
book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do
the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Terrie Anderson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Sociolinguistics: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's view.
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