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Scott Fitzsimmons argues that small mercenary groups must maintain a superior
military culture to successfully engage and defeat larger and better-equipped
opponents. By developing and applying competing constructivist and neorealist
theories of military performance to four asymmetric wars in Angola and the
Democratic Republic of Congo, he demonstrates how mercenary groups that
strongly emphasize behavioral norms encouraging their personnel to think
creatively, make decisions on their own, take personal initiative, communicate
accurate information within the group, enhance their technical proficiency and
develop a sense of loyalty to their fellow fighters will exhibit vastly superior
tactical capabilities to other mercenary groups. Fitzsimmons demonstrates that
although the victorious mercenary groups occasionally had access to weapon
systems unavailable to their opponents, the balance of material capabilities
fielded by the opposing military forces had far less influence on the outcome of
these asymmetric conflicts than the culturally determined tactical behavior
exhibited by their personnel.
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Editorial Review

Review
"While much has been written on the impact of mercenary forces on colonial and post-colonial wars,
Mercenaries in Asymmetric Conflict is special in that it unveils a new explanation of why mercenary groups
often win against more numerous and better-equipped opponents. Looking through the lens of competing
constructivist and neorealist theories of military efficiency this impressive work demonstrates how
mercenary forces that strongly emphasise behaviour norms associated with military performance will display
massively superior tactical competency than forces which ignore these norms. This scholarly book should be
of great interest to academics and practitioners alike as it sets out to explore new lines of inquiry on a very
important subject." - Dr. Christopher Kinsey, Reader in Business and International Security, Defence Studies
Department, King's College, London

"Scott Fitzsimmons's book takes us back to the world of mercenary warfare, a field that has been under-
researched for a long time. The difference these actors make in asymmetric wars and the conditions that
determine their performance are important, fascinating, and timely problems. In his clear and precise
analysis, Fitzsimmons goes well beyond the conventional and prejudiced picture of the greedy and
bloodthirsty soldier of fortune. His investigative analysis unpacks mercenary military culture, thus
significantly extending our knowledge of these actors' behavior and performance. Not only will his
accessible work be highly beneficial to academics, but its implications are also of interest to policy makers."
- Dr. Ulrich Petersohn, Senior Researcher, ETH Zurich

"Fitzsimmons effectively casts aside the common state-centricity in international relations theory to give
mercenary groups their due treatment. In so doing, he usefully adds to the ongoing conversation between
neorealism and constructivism. What is more, his well-structured and rich empirical study provides the
reader with a framework to contemplate the larger and growing phenomenon of armed non-state actors on
the world stage." - Dr. Christopher Spearin, Department of Defence Studies, Canadian Forces College

About the Author
Scott Fitzsimmons is Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Postdoctoral Fellow in the
University of British Columbia's Department of Political Science.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maureen Perdue:

The book Mercenaries in Asymmetric Conflicts gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Mercenaries in
Asymmetric Conflicts to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available
and read a publication Mercenaries in Asymmetric Conflicts. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?



Charles Jones:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Mercenaries in Asymmetric Conflicts.

Joseph Thomas:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Mercenaries in Asymmetric Conflicts can make you sense more interested
to read.

Barbara Kelley:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Mercenaries in Asymmetric Conflicts to
make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you similar
to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book
and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside
that the reserve Mercenaries in Asymmetric Conflicts can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really
feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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