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Black Morocco: A History of Slavery, Race and Islam chronicles the experiences,
identity, and agency of enslaved black people in Morocco from the sixteenth
century to the beginning of the twentieth century. It demonstrates the extent
to which religion orders society but also the extent to which the economic
and political conditions influence the religious discourse and the ideology
of enslavement. The interpretation and application of Islam did not guarantee the
freedom and integration of black Moroccan ex-slaves into society. It starts with
the Islamic legal discourse and racial stereotypes that existed in Moroccan
society leading up to the era of Mawlay Isma'il (r. 1672-1727), with a special
emphasis on the black army during and after his reign. The first part of the book
provides a narrative relating the legal discourse on race, concubinage and slavery
as well as historical events and developments that are not well known in printed
scholarship and western contexts.  The second part of the book is conceptually
ambitious; it provides the reader with a deeper sense of the historical and
sociological implications of the story being told across a long period of time,
from the seventeenth to the twentieth centuries.  Though the strongest element
of theses chapters concerns the "black army," an important component of the
discussion is the role of female slaves.  One of the problems the historian faces
with this kind of analysis is that it must rest on a limited "evidentiary base." This
book has broadened this base and clarified the importance of female slaves in
relation to the army and Moroccan society at large. The emphasis on the political
history of the black army is augmented by a close examination of the continuity
of black Moroccan identity through the musical and cultural practices of the
Gnawa.

Black Morocco redefines the terms of the scholarly debate about the historical
nature of Moroccan slavery and proposes an original analysis of issues
concerning race, concubinage and gender, with a special focus on their
theoretical aspects.  The Moroccan system of racial definition was clearly
"racialist" and was in fact a curious inversion of the Western racist model.
Whereas in the western model "one drop" of black blood identifies one as black,
in the Moroccan model, "one drop" of white blood identifies one as Arab (i.e.,
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privileged).  This process helped create a"nationalist" Moroccan Arab majority
and at the same time subjugated black ancestry (i.e., those without the "one drop"
of Arab blood), seen as having more bearing on the historical antecedents of
slavery. Black Morocco offers a new paradigm for the study of race in the region
that will transform the way we approach and understand ethnicity and racial
identities in North Africa and most crucially it helps eliminate the culture of
silence -- the refusal to engage in discussions about slavery, racial attitudes, and
gender issues.
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Black Morocco: A History of Slavery, Race and Islam chronicles the experiences, identity, and agency of
enslaved black people in Morocco from the sixteenth century to the beginning of the twentieth century. It
demonstrates the extent to which religion orders society but also the extent to which the economic
and political conditions influence the religious discourse and the ideology of enslavement. The interpretation
and application of Islam did not guarantee the freedom and integration of black Moroccan ex-slaves into
society. It starts with the Islamic legal discourse and racial stereotypes that existed in Moroccan society
leading up to the era of Mawlay Isma'il (r. 1672-1727), with a special emphasis on the black army during and
after his reign. The first part of the book provides a narrative relating the legal discourse on race,
concubinage and slavery as well as historical events and developments that are not well known in printed
scholarship and western contexts.  The second part of the book is conceptually ambitious; it provides the
reader with a deeper sense of the historical and sociological implications of the story being told across a long
period of time, from the seventeenth to the twentieth centuries.  Though the strongest element of theses
chapters concerns the "black army," an important component of the discussion is the role of female slaves. 
One of the problems the historian faces with this kind of analysis is that it must rest on a limited "evidentiary
base." This book has broadened this base and clarified the importance of female slaves in relation to the
army and Moroccan society at large. The emphasis on the political history of the black army is augmented by
a close examination of the continuity of black Moroccan identity through the musical and cultural practices
of the Gnawa.

Black Morocco redefines the terms of the scholarly debate about the historical nature of Moroccan slavery
and proposes an original analysis of issues concerning race, concubinage and gender, with a special focus on
their theoretical aspects.  The Moroccan system of racial definition was clearly "racialist" and was in fact a
curious inversion of the Western racist model. Whereas in the western model "one drop" of black blood
identifies one as black, in the Moroccan model, "one drop" of white blood identifies one as Arab (i.e.,
privileged).  This process helped create a"nationalist" Moroccan Arab majority and at the same time
subjugated black ancestry (i.e., those without the "one drop" of Arab blood), seen as having more bearing on
the historical antecedents of slavery. Black Morocco offers a new paradigm for the study of race in the region
that will transform the way we approach and understand ethnicity and racial identities in North Africa
and most crucially it helps eliminate the culture of silence -- the refusal to engage in discussions about
slavery, racial attitudes, and gender issues.
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Editorial Review

Review
"... a valuable contribution to North African historiography and the study of slavery ... an important
contribution not only to the study of slavery but also to the field of North African history. ... Black Morocco
offers us the most sustained and in-depth discussion of Mawlay Isma'il's army to date, and provides a solid
overview of slavery in Morocco beyond this particular sultan's reign."
Jonathan Glasser, H-Atlantic

"Chouki El Hamel has given us a thorough, well-researched, engaging study of Islam, slavery, and race in
Morocco. He weaves together Islamic jurisprudence, Moroccan court histories, European travel accounts,
Sufi hagiography, diplomatic correspondence, and social history to explode long-standing cultural myths ...
El Hamel locates a window to the past in the black diasporic mystical culture of the present."
Ellen Amster, American Historical Review

About the Author
Chouki El Hamel is Associate Professor in History at Arizona State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brady Witt:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to
answer that question simply because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Black
Morocco: A History of Slavery, Race, and Islam (African Studies) to read.

Cynthia Carter:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Black Morocco: A History of Slavery, Race, and Islam (African Studies) your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Black Morocco: A History of Slavery, Race, and
Islam (African Studies) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?



Neil Owens:

Black Morocco: A History of Slavery, Race, and Islam (African Studies) can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Black
Morocco: A History of Slavery, Race, and Islam (African Studies) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving
the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information could drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Robert Alston:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important for you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really
wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Black Morocco: A
History of Slavery, Race, and Islam (African Studies) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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