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In contemporary Norwegian fiction Tomas Espedal’s work stands out as uniquely
personal; it can be difficult to separate the fiction from Espedal’s own
experiences. Against Nature, a companion volume to Espedal's earlier Against
Art, is an examination of factory work, love’s labor, and the work of writing.
Espedal dwells on the notion that working is required in order to live in
compliance with society, but is this natural? And how can it be natural when he is
drawn toward impossible things—impossible love, books, myths, and taboos? He
is drawn into the stories of Abélard and Héloïse, of young Marguerite Duras and
her Chinese lover, and soon realizes that he, too, is turning into a person who
must choose to live against nature.

“A masterpiece of literary understatement. Everybody who has recently been
thirsting for a new, unexhausted realism, like water in the desert, will love this
book.”—Die Zeit, on the Norwegian edition
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Editorial Review

Review

“Revealing and forthright. . . . A powerful, well-wrought novel.”
(Complete Review)

“Espedal’s writing is wonderfully descriptive, flowing freely from one sentence into another. Such a style is
fitting for a novel that seems to glide between thoughts as it questions whether society is natural and what
should be done about it. Drawing particular attention to themes of work and love, Espedal’s book invites
readers to ponder what is natural in life.”
(World Literature Today)

“Anderson is an incredible translator. The language is crisp and lucid, with passages that beg to be reread
and underlined and read aloud. . . . Gorgeous, profound and exquisitely translated, Against Nature has made
me an Espedal devotee and I will seek every book that carries his name.”
(Mark Haber, Three Percent)

About the Author

Tomas Espedal is the author of several novels and prose collections. James Anderson's literary translations
from the Norwegian include Berlin Poplars, by Anne B. Ragde; Nutmeg, by Kristin Valla; and several books
by Jostein Gaarder.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cody Smith:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Against
Nature: The Notebooks, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Jeffery Harman:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
you personally is Against Nature: The Notebooks this reserve consist a lot of the information from the



condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Francis Pilkington:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Against Nature: The Notebooks can make you experience more interested to
read.

Robert McCauley:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. Through the book
Against Nature: The Notebooks we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being
creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life at this book Against Nature: The Notebooks. You can more pleasing than
now.
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