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In 1971 RAND consultant Daniel J. Ellsberg made national news by handing
over to the New York Times a top secret Pentagon study on the Vietnam War.
Publication of the Pentagon Papers rocked the American defense establishment
and fanned the flames of the growing antiwar protest movement in the United
States.

By late that year, most of the Pentagon Papers had been released to the public.
Four volumes, however, were held back, Ellsberg himself conceding their special
sensitivity. These so-called negotiating volumes deal with the diplomacy of the
war between 1964 and 1968. Published in book form with extensive
commentary, they provide an indispensable source for the study of diplomacy
during the Vietnam conflict.

These documents cover thirteen major peace contacts and initiatives that took
place during the presidency of Lyndon Johnson. They furnish a wealth of new
information about the American bombing pauses of May 1965 and January 1966;
several third-party peace initiatives; and a still virtually unknown 1965 contact,
mysteriously called “xyz,” between North Vietnamese and American diplomats
in Paris. They afford the most complete documentation yet available of the
Polish-sponsored peace move codenamed “marigold” and the abortive peace
initiative launched early in 1967 by British Prime Minister Wilson and Soviet
Premier Kosygin.

The utility of this important book is greatly enhanced by Herring’s extensive
annotation, highly informative introductory essays, and helpful glossaries.
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top secret Pentagon study on the Vietnam War. Publication of the Pentagon Papers rocked the American
defense establishment and fanned the flames of the growing antiwar protest movement in the United States.

By late that year, most of the Pentagon Papers had been released to the public. Four volumes, however, were
held back, Ellsberg himself conceding their special sensitivity. These so-called negotiating volumes deal
with the diplomacy of the war between 1964 and 1968. Published in book form with extensive commentary,
they provide an indispensable source for the study of diplomacy during the Vietnam conflict.

These documents cover thirteen major peace contacts and initiatives that took place during the presidency of
Lyndon Johnson. They furnish a wealth of new information about the American bombing pauses of May
1965 and January 1966; several third-party peace initiatives; and a still virtually unknown 1965 contact,
mysteriously called “xyz,” between North Vietnamese and American diplomats in Paris. They afford the
most complete documentation yet available of the Polish-sponsored peace move codenamed “marigold” and
the abortive peace initiative launched early in 1967 by British Prime Minister Wilson and Soviet Premier
Kosygin.

The utility of this important book is greatly enhanced by Herring’s extensive annotation, highly informative
introductory essays, and helpful glossaries.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
George C. Herring is Professor Emeritus of History at the University of Kentucky.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amanda Moberly:

This The Secret Diplomacy of the Vietnam War: The Negotiating Volumes of the Pentagon Papers book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. That The Secret Diplomacy of the Vietnam War: The Negotiating
Volumes of the Pentagon Papers without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The Secret Diplomacy of the Vietnam War: The Negotiating
Volumes of the Pentagon Papers can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Secret
Diplomacy of the Vietnam War: The Negotiating Volumes of the Pentagon Papers having excellent
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Mary West:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Secret Diplomacy of the Vietnam War:
The Negotiating Volumes of the Pentagon Papers can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity
to you.

John Jonas:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Secret Diplomacy of the Vietnam War: The
Negotiating Volumes of the Pentagon Papers why because the great cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.



Susan Douglas:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book The Secret Diplomacy of the Vietnam War: The
Negotiating Volumes of the Pentagon Papers was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book The Secret Diplomacy of the Vietnam War: The Negotiating Volumes of the Pentagon
Papers has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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