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No Hindu god is closer to the soul of poetry than Krishna, and in North India no
poet ever sang of Krishna more famously than S?rdD=as-or S?r, for short. He
lived in the sixteenth century and became so influential that for centuries
afterward aspiring Krishna poets signed their compositions orally with his name.

This book takes us back to the source, offering a selection of S?rd=as's poems
that were known and sung in the sixteenth century itself. Here we have poems of
war, poems to the great rivers, poems of wit and rage, poems where the poet
spills out his disappointments. Most of all, though, we have the memory of love-
poems that adopt the voices of the women of Krishna's natal Braj country and
evoke the power of being pulled into his irresistible orbit. Following the lead of
several old manuscripts, Jack Hawley arranges these poems in such a way that
they tell us Krishna's life story from birth to full maturity.

These lyrics from S?r's Ocean (the S?rs=agar) were composed in the very
tongue Hindus believe Krishna himself must have spoken: Brajbh=as=a, the
language of Braj, a variety of Hindi. Hawley prepares the way for his verse
translations with an introduction that explains what we know of S?rd=as and
describes the basic structure of his poems. For readers new to Krishna's world or
to the subtleties of a poet like S?rd=as, Hawley also provides a substantial set of
analytical notes. "S?r is the sun," as a familiar saying has it, and we feel the
warmth of his light in these pages.
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No Hindu god is closer to the soul of poetry than Krishna, and in North India no poet ever sang of Krishna
more famously than S?rdD=as-or S?r, for short. He lived in the sixteenth century and became so influential
that for centuries afterward aspiring Krishna poets signed their compositions orally with his name.

This book takes us back to the source, offering a selection of S?rd=as's poems that were known and sung in
the sixteenth century itself. Here we have poems of war, poems to the great rivers, poems of wit and rage,
poems where the poet spills out his disappointments. Most of all, though, we have the memory of love-poems
that adopt the voices of the women of Krishna's natal Braj country and evoke the power of being pulled into
his irresistible orbit. Following the lead of several old manuscripts, Jack Hawley arranges these poems in
such a way that they tell us Krishna's life story from birth to full maturity.

These lyrics from S?r's Ocean (the S?rs=agar) were composed in the very tongue Hindus believe Krishna
himself must have spoken: Brajbh=as=a, the language of Braj, a variety of Hindi. Hawley prepares the way
for his verse translations with an introduction that explains what we know of S?rd=as and describes the basic
structure of his poems. For readers new to Krishna's world or to the subtleties of a poet like S?rd=as, Hawley
also provides a substantial set of analytical notes. "S?r is the sun," as a familiar saying has it, and we feel the
warmth of his light in these pages.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The songs of S?rd=as are presented here with a radiant lyricism that gives the reader a direct encounter with
the 'sun' of Hindi's poetic firmament. Each poem is given the space to stand alone as a fine lyrical moment,
while being discreetly supported by Hawley's perceptive annotations. An added title contextualizes each
song, and an authoritative introduction helps the reader understand the complex background from which this
sublime poetry has emerged."
--Rupert Snell, Associate Director, Hindi Urdu Flagship, University of Texas at Austin

About the Author

John Stratton Hawley is Professor of Religion at Barnard College, Columbia University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jacob Keys:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure. People
is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare time
coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books.
It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is definitely The Memory of
Love: Surdas Sings to Krishna.

Walter Reeves:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Memory of Love:
Surdas Sings to Krishna that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick The Memory of Love: Surdas Sings to Krishna become your
own personal starter.



Gary Tawney:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Memory of Love: Surdas Sings to Krishna why because
the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

Robert Russo:

The book untitled The Memory of Love: Surdas Sings to Krishna contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The
author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go
through.
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