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In this groundbreaking study, Michael Willis examines how the gods of early
Hinduism came to be established in temples, how their cults were organized, and
how the ruling elite supported their worship. Examining the emergence of these
key historical developments in the fourth and fifth centuries, Willis combines
Sanskrit textual evidence with archaeological data from inscriptions, sculptures,
temples, and sacred sites. The centre-piece of this study is Udayagiri in central
India, the only surviving imperial site of the Gupta dynasty. Through a judicious
use of landscape archaeology and archaeo-astronomy, Willis reconstructs how
Udayagiri was connected to the Festival of the Rainy Season and the Royal
Consecration. Under Gupta patronage, these rituals were integrated into the cult
of Vishnu, a deity regarded as the source of creation and of cosmic time. As
special devotees of Vishnu, the Gupta kings used Udayagiri to advertise their
unique devotional relationship with him. Through his meticulous study of the
site, its sculptures and its inscriptions, Willis shows how the Guptas presented
themselves as universal sovereigns and how they advanced new systems of
religious patronage that shaped the world of medieval India.
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In this groundbreaking study, Michael Willis examines how the gods of early Hinduism came to be
established in temples, how their cults were organized, and how the ruling elite supported their worship.
Examining the emergence of these key historical developments in the fourth and fifth centuries, Willis
combines Sanskrit textual evidence with archaeological data from inscriptions, sculptures, temples, and
sacred sites. The centre-piece of this study is Udayagiri in central India, the only surviving imperial site of
the Gupta dynasty. Through a judicious use of landscape archaeology and archaeo-astronomy, Willis
reconstructs how Udayagiri was connected to the Festival of the Rainy Season and the Royal Consecration.
Under Gupta patronage, these rituals were integrated into the cult of Vishnu, a deity regarded as the source
of creation and of cosmic time. As special devotees of Vishnu, the Gupta kings used Udayagiri to advertise
their unique devotional relationship with him. Through his meticulous study of the site, its sculptures and its
inscriptions, Willis shows how the Guptas presented themselves as universal sovereigns and how they
advanced new systems of religious patronage that shaped the world of medieval India.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...this will be an essential study for all scholars interested in the historical development of medieval Indic
temple religion." -John E. Cort, Religious Studies Review

About the Author
Michael Willis is curator of the early South Asian and Himalayan collections at the British Museum. A
Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society and an Honorary Research Fellow at Cardiff University, he is the author
of The Temples of Gopaksetra and Buddhist Reliquaries from Ancient India.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Johnny Cervantes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Archaeology of Hindu Ritual: Temples and the
Establishment of the Gods. Try to stumble through book The Archaeology of Hindu Ritual: Temples and the
Establishment of the Gods as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Tammy Crider:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a reserve. The book The Archaeology of Hindu Ritual: Temples and the
Establishment of the Gods it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book provides high quality.

Loren Parker:

This The Archaeology of Hindu Ritual: Temples and the Establishment of the Gods is brand-new way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto
it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this



The Archaeology of Hindu Ritual: Temples and the Establishment of the Gods can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books
produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Brandon Erickson:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Archaeology of Hindu Ritual: Temples and the
Establishment of the Gods was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The
Archaeology of Hindu Ritual: Temples and the Establishment of the Gods has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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