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Philosophical controversies within contemporary critical theory arise largely
from questions about the nature, scope and limits of human reason. As the
linguistic turn in twentieth-century philosophy has increasingly given way to a
sociocritical turn, traditional ideas of 'pure' reason have been left further and
further behind. There is however considerable disagreement about what that shift
entails for enlightenment ideals of self-consciousness, self-determination, and
self-realization.

In this book two prominent philosophers bring these disagreements into focus
around a set of familiar philosophical issues concerning reason and the rational
subject, truth and representation, knowledge and objectivity, identity and
difference, relativism and universalism, the right and the good. But these
"perennial problems" are resituated within the context of critical theory as it has
developed from the work of the Frankfurt School in the 1930's and 1940's to the
multiplicity of contemporary approaches: genealogical, hermeneutic,
neopragmatist, deconstructive, and reconstructive.
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In this book two prominent philosophers bring these disagreements into focus around a set of familiar
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Philosophical controversies within contemporary critical theory arise largely from questions about the nature,
scope and limits of human reason. As the linguistic turn in twentieth-century philosophy has increasingly
given way to a sociocritical turn, traditional ideas of 'pure' reason have been left further and further behind.
There is however considerable disagreement about what that shift entails for enlightenment ideals of self-
consciousness, self-determination, and self-realization.

In this book two prominent philosophers bring these disagreements into focus around a set of familiar
philosophical issues concerning reason and the rational subject, truth and representation, knowledge and
objectivity, identity and difference, relativism and universalism, the right and the good. But these "perennial
problems" are resituated within the context of critical theory as it has developed from the work of the
Frankfurt School in the 1930's and 1940's to the multiplicity of contemporary approaches: genealogical,
hermeneutic, neopragmatist, deconstructive, and reconstructive.

About the Author
David Couzens Hoy taught at Princeton Columbia, and Yale before going to the University of California,
Santa Cruz, where he is Professor of Philosophy and of the History of Consiousness graduate program. He
edited Foucault: A Critical Reader (Blackwell) and has authored, in addition to many essays on modern and
postmodern European philosophers, a book on hermeneutics entitled The Critical Circle.

Thomas McCarthy is Professor of Philosophy and John Shaffer Professor in the Humanities at
Northwestern University. He is the author of The Critical Theory of Jurgen Habermas and Ideals and
Illusions, and is the general editor of the series Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alan Fan:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Critical Theory will make you to
become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think
this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that?
Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Valerie Orbison:

Exactly why? Because this Critical Theory is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you
to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand,



entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book
have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Shelia Sepulveda:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
the books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Critical Theory. This book that is qualified as
The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.

Donald Vermillion:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Critical Theory was colorful and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Critical Theory has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind.
Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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