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Ashes and Snow: A Novel in Letters by Gregory Colbert is the fictional account
of a traveler who, over the course of a yearlong journey, composes 365 letters to
his wife. The letters reveal the source of the title of both the book and the Ashes
and Snow exhibition.

Ashes and Snow, a lifelong project for artist and author Gregory Colbert,
originated in 1992 as a literary endeavor that soon inspired photographic
artworks and an accompanying film. Colbert, like the character in his novel,
composed the letters on more than thirty expeditions to such places as India,
Burma, Sri Lanka, Egypt, Dominica, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tonga, and Namibia. The
novel echoes many of the themes expressed in Colbert's images. Provocative,
contemplative, and passionate, the letters chronicle an inward and outward
exploration of memory and love. (The book collects 74 of these letters, as some
were blown from the window or lost in transit. Blank pages in the novel
sometimes represent the missing letters.)

Printed and bound in Italy on deckle edge Velata Biblos paper from Cartiere
Magnani; hand-sewn binding; cover from handmade Nepalese paper sealed with
natural beeswax; tied with tea-stained thread. Text in English.
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Editorial Review

Review
There is no clash of species in Ashes and Snow; it is a world in which man and animals peacefully co-exist,
living in each other's dreams. --Los Angeles Times Magazine

Ashes and Snow is an expression of the poetic possibilities of a harmonious relationship between animals
and man. --Newsweek

Colbert's work feels timeless and sacred. It resonates with a luminous, essential wisdom speaking through
the ages. . . . Colbert's work operates in a parallel universe to ours, an earnest, refreshing, post-ironic world
where pure wonder and awe still reside. --Globe & Mail
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Asian elephants, sperm whales, humpback whales, royal eagles, manatees, peregrine falcons, gyr falcons,
elands, baboons, cheetahs, meerkats, african wild dogs, pilot whales, harris hawks, sacred ibis, antigone
cranes, caracals

About the Author
Born in Toronto, Canada, in 1960, Gregory Colbert began his career in Paris in 1983 where he began making
documentary films on social issues. Filmmaking led to fine arts photography. His first exhibition,
Timewaves, opened in 1992 at the Museum of Elysée in Switzerland.

For the next ten years, Colbert did not show films or exhibit his art to the public. During this time, he
completed extensive underwater work in the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans and traveled to such places as India,
Burma, Sri Lanka, Egypt, Dominica, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tonga, Namibia, and Antarctica to film and
photograph wondrous interactions between human beings and animals. Since 1992, he has launched more
than sixty such expeditions to collaborate with elephants, whales, manatees, sacred ibis, Antigone cranes,
royal eagles, gyr falcons, rhinoceros hornbills, cheetahs, leopards, African wild dogs, caracals, leopards,
baboons, elands, meerkats, gibbons, orangutans, and other animals. Human subjects include Burmese monks,
trance dancers, San people, and Colbert free diving with whales.

In 2002, Colbert presented the culmination of his singular work, Ashes and Snow, at the Arsenale in Venice,
Italy, a twelfth-century 125,000-square-foot shipyard. It was the largest solo exhibition ever mounted in
Italy. In spring 2005 the show opened in New York City in the first-ever Nomadic Museum. Ashes and Snow
has since migrated in the Nomadic Museum to world capitals on four continents and has become the most
attended exhibition by any artist in history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joyce Jacobs:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a publication. The book Ashes and Snow: A Novel in Letters (Ashes and Snow Books) it is very
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
provides high quality.

Raymond Bailey:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Ashes and Snow: A Novel in Letters (Ashes and Snow Books) the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get previous to. The Ashes and Snow: A Novel in Letters (Ashes and Snow Books) giving
you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your



better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Carla Heyward:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Ashes and Snow: A Novel in Letters
(Ashes and Snow Books) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Marion Driskell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types of books
that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Ashes and Snow: A Novel in Letters (Ashes and
Snow Books).
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